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Degerli Meslektaslarim,

17 Agustos 1999 Kocaeli ve 12 Kasim
1999 Diizce depremleri, Cumhuriyet
tarihinden Marmara bolgesini ekonomik
ve sosyal acidan etkileyen en biiylk
depremlerdir.

Sempozyumun amaci diinyanin her
yerindeki bilim adamlarini, calismalarini
sunmak Uzere uluslararasi bir tartisma
platformu saglamaktir. Sempozyum;
1999 depremlerinden &grendiklerimizi ve
bu kazanimlarla gelecekte meydana
gelecek depremlere nasil
hazirlandigimizi, yer bilimleri,
muhendislik caligmalari, mimarlik, sosyal
ve tip gibi farkli disiplinlerin calismalarini
bir araya getirmeyi hedeflemektedir.

Kocaeli Universitesi tarafindan her iki
yilda bir diizenlenen deprem
sempozyumunun ana felsefesi; depremle
ilgili konularla (jeofizik, jeoloji, jeodezi,
insaat, deprem, kimya, enddstri, makine,
elektrik, cevre mihendislikleri, mimarlik,
tip, psikoloji, hukuk, ekonomi, iletigim,
felsefe, sosyoloji) calisan diinya
Uzerindeki bilim adamlarini bir araya
getirip, bilgi alisverisini saglamaktir.

Buna ek olarak sempozyum, yerel
yetkililer, devlet gorevlileri, sivil savunma,
itfaiye, kurtarma ekipleri, medya ve sivil
toplum &rgutlerini bir araya getirip, bilgi
ve deneyim paylasimini saglayacak
panel ve tartisma ortamlari sunmaktir.,
Sonug olarak deprem ile ilgili tim
disiplinlerdeki bilgiler bir araya getirilecek
ve en Ust diizeyde paylasim
saglanacaktir.

Saygilarimla,

Organizasyon Komitesi Adina

Dear Colleagues,

Earthquakes of Kocaeli on August, 17th,
1999 and Duzce on December, 12th,
1999 are the greatest earthquakes which
have affected the Marmara region
economically and socially in the history of
Republic.

The purpose of the symposium is to
provide an international platform for
discussion to the scientists worldwide to
present their studies. The symposium
aims to gather what we have learned
from the earthquakes in 199 and how we
prepare for the earthquakes in the future
with these gains through studies of
different disciplines such as earth
sciences, engineering studies,
architecture, social and medical
sciences.

The main philosophy of the earthquake
symposium organized by Kocaeli
University every two years is to assemble
the scientists working on fields related to
the earthquake (engineerings of
geophysics, geology, geodesy,
construction, earthquake, chemistry,
industry, machinery, electric; architecture,
medicine, psychology, law, economy,
communication, philosophy, sociology)
and to provide an information
interchange.

Additionally, the symposium brings local
authorities, government officers, civil
defense, fire fighting teams, media and
non-governmental profit organizations
together and provides an environment for
panel and discussion for information and
experience sharing. Consequently,
information in all disciplines related to the
earthquake will be gathered and a high
level sharing willbe provided.

Best Regards,

On behalf of Organization Committee

Prof. Dr. Bekir CAKIR
Chairman

Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi
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10 - 12 June 2015

DOGAL AFETLERIN ROMANIZASYON SURECINDEKI ROLLERI:
NIKOMEDIA (ANTIK iZMiT) CEVRESINDE ROMA IMPARATORU
HADRIAN’IN ONARIM FAALIYETLERI VE DEPREMLER

AYSE CALIK ROSS', ALI BORA?

OZET: Calismamizin amacini; Roma imparatorlugu ve imparatorlarinin, ‘Pax Romana’ olarak bilinen barig
dénemi ile baslayan siirecte, 6zellikle deprem ve dogal afetleri, buniarin antik kentler ve sosyal yasam Uzerinde
biraktiklan yikici hasarlari, Romanizasyon politikalarinin bir uzantisi ya da uygulama alanlarindan biri olarak
kullanmalarinin degerlendirilmesi olugturmakiadir. Bir baska dedgisle dogal afetler; oldukga yikici ve éliimeil
etkileri bir yana birakilirsa, imparatorlara, kendi propagandalari bakimindan 6nemli firsatlar sunmuslar ve bu
firsatlar bilinen isimler tarafindan degerlendirilmistir.

Depremler ya da benzer afetler nedeniyle hasar goren kentlerin anarilmasi, yerlerinin degistirilmesi ya da
farkh konumlarda yenilerinin kurulmasi gibi biylk imar faaliyetleri, eyaletlerdeki halklarin yagsam dizeyine
onemli katkilar saglarken, diger taraftan da bu yardimlar yapan imparatoriarin birer kurtarici-koruyucu |
(soter), kurucu (ktistes), restitutor (yeniden/inga eden) olarak anilmaya baglamalari ve hatta bu nedenle |
tannsallastirimalarina olanak tanimistir. Pek cok antik kentte bu tiirden faaliyetler, onarimlar, sikke darplari, .
heykel adaklar ve yazitlar ile temsil edilen Romanizasyonun bu yénil, Bithynia Bolgesi'nin baskenti Nikomedia

ve bu cografyanin pek gok kentinde, Gzellikle Hadrian ismi dolayisiyla érnekler buimaktadir. Nikomedia'nin
Roma Imparatorlugu igin oldukga 6nemli bir kent oldugunu, Diokletian déneminde bagkent ilan edilmeden .
once fark eden Hadrian, buray! Dogu Eyaletlerine yaptidi yolculuklarda konaklayacadi bir merkez olarak
segmesiyle gostermistir.

Hll EQARTIHQUAIKE SYMPROSIUM

MS. 24 Ocak 76 yilinda dinyaya gelen Hadrianus, kendisini eviat edinen Traianus’un ardindan, MS. 117
yilinda yeni Roma imparatoru ilan edilmistir. Bir Philhellen olarak tanidigimiz imparatorun, o zamana dek
sahip olunan sinirlarin kontrolil, Roma hakimiyetinin saglamlastiriimasi ve mevcut sorunlari ¢gézmek amaciyla
pek gok seyahat diizenledigi bilinmektedir.

Calismamizda dikkatlerimizi yogunlastirdigimiz tarini deprem, Nikomedia, Bithynia ve imparator Hadrian ile
ozdeslesen kronoloji, MS. 2. yizyilin baslarina isaret etmektedir. Arkeolojik ve antik kaynaklar bakimindan
hakkinda bazi 6nemli kanitlara sahip oldugumuz bu olay, bdlgede cereyan eden oldukga yikici bir afetin, bir
Roma imparatoru tarafindan kullaniimasina isaret etmektedir. Nikomedia ve Nikaia kentlerindeki faaliyetleri,
Hadrianus’un yardimsever bir imparator olarak deder kazanmasina ve sikran duygular ile anilimasina
olanak saglarken, Roma’'nin, Asia Minor'de bulunan bagimh eyaletierdeki hakimiyetinin strdirilmesi ve
Romanizasyon politikas: bakimindan da ¢nem tagimaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nikomedia, Nikaia, Bithynia, Tarihsel Depremler, Hadrian, Romanizasyon, Roma
Kentleri, Dogal Afetler, Onarim ve Restorasyon.
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THE ROLE OF NATURAL DISASTERS IN THE PROCESS OF
ROMANISATION: EARTHQUAKES, AND THE EMPEROR HADRIAN’S
RENOVATION/RESTORATION WORK IN THE AREA OF NICOMEDIA
(ANCIENT IZMIT)

AYSE CALIK ROSS', ALi BORA?

ABSTRACT: This paper sets out to examine the ways in which, during the era of Romanisation that began
with the period of peace known as ‘Pax Romana’, the Roman Empire and its emperors dealt with the various
earthquakes and other natural disasters that devastated ancient cities and the lives of people living in them. It
will explore how the Romans exploited such catastrophes for the purpose of Romanisation. Looked at another
way, it will show how the Roman emperors regarded natural disasters as significant opportunities, however
great their human and material cost may have been, and they knew how to use these opportunities.

Massive construction projects, such as the renovation/restoration or relocation of those cities that were
devastated by earthquakes or similar disasters, or the establishment of entirely new cities, greatly improved
the lives of provincial peoples. At the same time, as a result of their activities, the emperors responsible for
them came to be remembered as saviours-protectors (soter), founders (ktistes) and rebuilders (restitutor);
these activities even facilitated the deification of these rulers. One finds examples of commemorative activities
of these kinds in numerous ancient cities, just as the process of Romanisation is evidenced by renovations/
restorations, coin minting, inscriptions, and dedications of sculptures. In Nicomediz, the capital of the province
of Bithynia, and in many other neighbouring cities, a conspicucusly large number of activities are connected
with the emperor Hadrian. Well before the emperor Diocletian declared Nicomedia to be the capital, Hadrian
had realized the importance of this city for the Empire, and this is demonstrated by the fact that he consistently
chose to stay there on his journeys to the Eastern provinces.

Hadrian was born on 24th January 76 AD and was proclaimed Roman Emperor in 117 AD, following on from
his adoptive father, Trajan. Hadrian, who can be termed a Philhellene, went on many journeys with the aim
of enforcing Roman control over the territories and borders of the Empire and finding solutions to current
problems.

In our paper we will focus on a certain earthquake that, in view of its association with Nicomedia, Bithynia and
the emperor Hadrian, can be dated to the beginning of the second century AD. Archaeological and written
sources provide us with important evidence concerning this event, indicating that it caused devastation
throughout the region and that it was exploited by the Roman emperor of the time. While the renovation/
restoration work conducted in the cities of Nicomedia and Nicaea won Hadrian the reputation of a helpful
emperor and the thanks of the populace, it also enabled Rome to maintain its dominance over the provinces
of Asia Minor and contributed greatly to the policy of Romanisation.

Keywords: Nicomedia, Nicaea, Bithynia, Historical Earthquakes, Hadrian, Romanisation, Roman Cities,
Natural Disasters, Renovation and Restoration.
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