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Yirminci Yiizyilda Bati1 Afrika Arap Edebiyatindaki Anlati Siirin Muhtevasi

The Content of the Poetic Story in Arabic Literature from West Africa during the
Twentieth Century
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Afrikalilar, Arap edebiyatinin tim sanatlarina, 6zellikle didaktik, lirik, dini, sosyal ve siyasi konular gibi gesitli tlrleriyle siir
sanatina ilgi duymusglardir. Anlati siir, modern gagda Afrikali edebiyatgilarin ilgisini geken edebi sanatlardan biri olmustur.
Bu edebiyatgilar, anlattiklari hikdyelerin temalarini yasadiklari sosyal ortamdan esinlenmis, hayal glicline dayanarak
Afrika’daki olaylar, gergekler, yigitler ve kahramanliklari tasvir etmislerdir. Anlati siirinin Bat Afrika edebiyatgilarin ilgi odagi
olmasina ragmen akademi camiasi tarafindan incelenmedigini tespit edilmistir. Arastirmamiz bu boslugu doldurmaya
gayret edilecektir. Tanimlayici analitik yontem uygulanarak, edebi metinler segilmis, bu metinler tahlil edilerek 20. yizyil
Bat1 Afrika Arap edebiyatinda kaleme alinan en giizel anlati siirlerine 151k tutmasi amaglanmaktadir. Arastirmamizda Bati
Afrika sairlerinin bu alana sagladiklari katkiyi ortaya gikarmak amaciyla, siirlerin temalari, 6zellikleri ve edebi sanatlari
tizerinde durulacaktir. Bati Afrika’da anlati siirinin blyuk ragbet gordiiglinii, edebiyatgilarin bu alanda biyik katkilar
oldugunu belirtmekte fayda vardir. Ganali sair Omer Karaki (6.1353/1934), Senegalli sair Carno ibrahim Sy (6.1396/1976)
ve Abbas Sall (6.1410/1990), Malili sair Yakup Dukure, Nijeryali Cemil Abdallah, Gambiyali Bamin Mohamed Siri, Gineli
Corno Ali Budem ve digerleri anlat siiri trlinde glzel eserler kaleme alan sairlerdendir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Arap Edebiyaty, Siir, Bat Afrika, Hikaye, Kahramanlik, Duygusallik
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Abstract

Africans were interested in all aspects of Arabic literature, especially the art of poetry in its many forms,
namely, educational, lyrical, religious, social, and political. Narrative poetry is one of the literary arts that has
received attention. Contemporary writers in West Africa when they depict African events, realities, heroes, and
heroics, base all this on imagination, drawing the stories’ themes from the African environment. It has been
determined that although narrative poetry is the focus of attention of West African literary figures, it has yet to
be studied by the academic community. Our study will endeavor to address this gap. From these standpoints,
this research seeks, through the implementation of descriptive—analytical methods, to shed light on the most
beautiful poems of the poetic story written by West African poets, to understand their contributions to this
field and to address the subject matter of these poems, their characteristics, their formal structure, and their
artistic values. Texts related to this topic have been selected for illustration and not limitation. It is worth noting
that the region’s poets have shown great interest in writing the poetic story and have contributed significantly
to it. The Ghanaian poet ‘Umar Karaki (d. 135311934), the poet Jarnt lbrahim Si (d. 1396x1976), ‘Abbas Sall (d.
141011990) from Senegal, the Malian poet Ya‘qlb Dakdre, the Nigerian Jamil ‘Abd Allah, the Gambian Bamyn
Muhammad Siri, and the Guinean Jarni ‘Ali Boudem among others, who excelled in this art.

Keywords: Arabic Literature, Poetry, West Africa, Story, Heroic, Emotional

Extended Summary

The story is considered one of the art forms of literature in general, and prose in
particular, as it deals with those central topics that impact life. The story also transcends
imagination and suspense to then produce artistic creativity. However, this does not mean
that it was confined to prose alone; instead, we find that it exceeded that to poetry. Narrative
poetry is considered one of the literary genres that have developed in modern Arabic
literature; however, it had precursors in ancient Arabic literature, specifically among the
pre-Islamic poets, such as ‘Antarah and Zuhayr ibn Ab1 Salma in their poetry, although
their stories lack the artistic elements on which the story is built. In the Umayyad era, this
art is evident from the poet Jamil Buthaynah, with stories full of declarations of hate for
her beloved, who made her wonderful promises of marriage and then disappointed her. In
Abbasid poetry, the poetic stories of Abli Nuwas revolve around gatherings of wine and
singing, and al-Buhturf tells the story of a wolf in his poetry. The lyrical poem is one of the
manifestations of renewal in modern Arabic poetry and a platform for poets to combine
story and poetry. A large number of collections of poets in the contemporary era has been
identified. Examples of these stories are produced by the great poets of the modern era,
including Ahmad Shawqi, ‘Abbas Mahmiid al-‘Aqqad, and Ilyas Farahat. Scholars have
differed regarding who has previous credit in this field. Sometimes they count Khalil
Mutran as its pioneer, and at other times they include Shibli almllat as an innovator. If we
examine contemporary poetry, especially among the poets of the Renaissance, we will
find that these poets dealt with poetic stories. They were distinguished by a unique talent
that enabled them to combine these poetry and storytelling engagingly and responsively.
Thus, the horizons of the story expanded in contemporary Arabic poetry, and its themes
multiplied and its sources diversified, or so I learned from history and legend. The story
and its elements continued to be employed by modern poets in their poems, leading to
the mixing of narrative and lyrical pieces. Modern poets deal with the narrative structure
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from the technique of masks of intertextuality or the horror of the free verse poem to the
dramatic character in general. Therefore, the importance of narration in modern poetry
comes through its deployment of various narrative features. The contemporary poem is
no longer confined to one voice, i.¢., the poet’s voice, but rather, it hosts different voices.
We must recall that the narrative structure does not imply that the poem mutates into a
story or a novel, where the poet turns to the elements of the narrative and fictional work
and intensifies its impact to include it in their poem, neglecting the technical aspects of
the poem, so that its structure is cold and descriptive and is not distinguished by mastery
in the distribution of lights and the management of events, moving the characters so that
it amounts to a fictional work and is not one of ingenuity, intensity, and focus so that it
remains an outstanding poetic work. The poet’s purpose is not the story per se insofar as it
functions as a story because the poem does not have graphic or narrative ends. However,
it can use narrative elements and operate them in a textual group and for poetic purposes.
We do not understand West African poets as skillful storytellers who employ narration
elements as novelists do; rather, we need to reveal the extent to which these poets used
narrative expression techniques and some of their storytelling processes. Accordingly,
we chose some of the poems that contain the features of the story for study. These poems
have historical sources to inspire the writing, as the poets took their historical roots from
African literature, which depicts the reality of African societies, including events, facts,
and legends. This study analyses Afro-Arabic poems from the West African region as a
model for the poetic story. A lyrical story is a narration of facts or events in poetry as a
story. This type of poetry is significant in Arabic literature produced by African poets
during the twentieth century. The aim of addressing this topic was to shed light on the
poems of the poetic story written by West African poets, to assess their contributions to
this field, and to learn about the topics of these poems, their characteristics, their formal
structure, and their artistic values. Accordingly, this research will help researchers to
identify the African literary heritage, some of which are still preserved in manuscripts. It
will also give them an idea of some historical events in West Africa, their causes, and their
consequences. We began the research with an introduction to the poetic story in terms
of its concept, origin, importance, elements, and characteristics. Then we moved to the
applied side. We discussed the content of fictional poetry in West Africa. We saw that this
content is divided the content into three sections by topics at one time and personalities at
another time, i.¢., religious, realistic, and superstitious. After that, we analyzed the poetic
verses in the research both rhetorically and critically. Our study yielded many results,
including the work of poetry that ripples through the collections of West African poets
as one of the sources of their modern intellectual maturity, often aimed at personal ends.
We rarely find them expressed except to satisfy poetic meaning. The lyrical stories we
have dealt with in the study have been full of artistic methods and beautiful images that
the poets derived from their surrounding environments and cultural stock, employing
techniques and ideas to attract the recipients’ attention and develop the dramatic event.
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The poetic story represents the crossroads of two languages and two images; one is
narrative, and the other is poetic. This prompts to assert that literary styles may converge
and coexist within a single genre without losing their qualitative specificity, and this is
what appeared among the West African poets when they introduced us to the poetic epics
they wanted to convey using excellent poetics and outstanding talent. The elements of
the story differed in clarity and appearance in the poems of these poets from one verse to
another. Among the findings of this study is that the poets of the West African region have
contributed a great deal to this art. The Ghanaian poet ‘Umar Karaki (d. 1353x1934),
the poet Jarni Ibrahtm ST (d. 1396x1976), ‘Abbas Sall (d. 141021990) from Senegal,
the Malian poet Ya‘qub Dakiire, the Nigerian Jamil ‘Abd Allah, the Gambian Bamyn
Muhammad Sir1, and the Guinean Jarnii ‘AlT Boudem and others who have excelled in
this art. It has become clear through this study that African poets have dealt with aspects
of narration in their poems, treatments that depend on individual poetic skills, and special
artistic abilities, for there was no single narrative trajectory in which the creative efforts
in the storytelling field were organized.
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