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Oz

Cok sayida romanci, formiile ettikleri yaratici bagarinin dogas: gz 6niine alindiginda, kendilerine farkls
yollar ¢izer. Fasli tarih¢i ve romanci Ahmed el-Tevfik, 6zellikle tarihsel agidan romansal yaraticilik
diinyasina girmeyi bagaran ve Fas tarihinin bilinmeyen yo6nlerine odaklanmay1 amaglayan yazarlardan
biridir. Ahmed el-Tevfik’in tarih bilimine dair uzun deneyimi, Fas toplumu ve kltirindeki bir¢cok
konuya dikkat etmesine ve bunlara zaman iginde yayilan yapilar olarak bakmasina yardimet oldu. Bu
¢aligma, Ahmed el-Tevfik’in “Ebu Musa’nin Komsular1” romanini dncelikle tarih literatiiriine, ikinci
olarak Fas kiiltiirel ve sosyal yapilarina, {iglincii olarak da kolektif ve bireysel diizeyde animsatici
literatiire yaptig1 yatirimlar iizerinden incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu arastirmada uygulanacak yontem
gbstergebilimsel tarihsel yontemdir. Belki de burada yapilan aragtirmanin analiz ettigi roman, bu
yazarin Fas’la ilgili bir tarih literatlirii olarak begendigi romanlardan biridir. Calisma, yazarin bu metnin
taslagin1 hazirlamak igin harcadigi ¢esitli ansiklopedik bilgileri agikliga kavusturmaya odaklanacaktir.
Bu nedenle calismada, italyan gostergebilimei Umberto Eco’nun yazdiklarma dayanarak ansiklopedik
bilgi ile ilgili birtakim yonleri gostergebilimsel agidan degerlendirilen teorik bir bélum ayrilmustir.
Ikinci agidan ise bu arka plan bilgisinin bize dgrettiklerinin Fas’m kurgusal bir metnine, yani “Ebu
Musa’nin Komsular1” romanina uygulanmasi amaglanmistir. Aragtirma bu hafizanin iki 6nemli yoniini
acikliga kavusturmustur: Birinci diizeyde kolektif hafiza, ikinci diizeyde ise bireysel hafiza. Son olarak
gostergebilimsel yorumun yani sira ¢aligmanin yeni konusuna iligkin ¢esitli sonuglar kaydedildimistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Roman, tarih, ansiklopediler, kiltir, toplum, Fas.

Abstract

A large number of novelists carve distinct paths for themselves. This is due to the nature of the creative
achievement they have made. The Moroccan historian and novelist Ahmed Toufiq is one of those who
managed to break into the world of novelistic creativity, especially in its historical aspect and put a
different imprint aimed at focusing on unexplored aspects of the history of Morocco. Ahmed Toufiq’s
long practice in history has helped him pay attention to several issues in Moroccan society and culture,
and look at them as structures extending over time, which makes them worth considering and
examining, whether by criticism or appreciation. This study aims to examine the novel “Abu Musa’s
Women Neighbors” through Ahmed Toufiq’s making use of first the historical encyclopedia, secondly,
the Moroccan cultural and social structures, and thirdly the mnemonic encyclopedia at the collective
and individual levels. The historical semiotic approach is considered to be appropriate for this research.
The novel analyzed by this research may be one of those novels in which this writer made use of what
he enjoys as a historical encyclopedia related to Morocco. The research will focus on clarifying the
various encyclopedias that the writer made use of in drafting this text. Therefore, we divided the study
into a theoretical part in which we explained several elements related to the Encyclopedia in its semiotic
aspect, based on what was written by the Italian semiotician Umberto Eco (d. 2016 AD), while in the
second part, we intended to apply what this background knowledge has led us to a Moroccan fictional
text which is the novel «Abu Musa's Women Neighbors.» The research has clarified two important
aspects of this memory: collective memory at a first level, and individual memory at a second level.
Finally, several results were recorded regarding semiotic interpretation, as well as the novel that is the
subject of the study.

Keywords: Novel, History, Encyclopedias, Culture, Society, Morocco.

Extended Abstract
This study aims to examine the novel “Abu Musa’s Women Neighbors” through

Ahmed Toufiq’s making use of first the historical encyclopedia, secondly, the
Moroccan cultural and social structures, and thirdly the mnemonic encyclopedia at
the collective and individual levels. The historical semiotic approach is considered
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to be appropriate for this research. Ahmed Toufig's long practice in history has
helped him to pay attention to several issues in Moroccan society and culture, and to
look at them as structures extended in time, which makes them worth considering
and examining, whether by criticism or appreciation. Perhaps the novel we analyze
here is one of those novels in which this writer made use of his historical
encyclopedia of Morocco. Our work focuses on identifying the various
encyclopedias that the author used for the drafting of this text. Therefore, we divided
the study into a theoretical part in which we explained a number of aspects related
to the Encyclopedia in its semiotic aspect, based on what was written by the Italian
semiotician Umberto Eco, while in the second part, we intended to apply what this
background knowledge has led us to a Moroccan fictional text which is the novel
“Abu Musa's Women Neighbors”. The research has clarified two important aspects
of this memory: collective memory at the first level, which is embedded in culture
and history, where a group immortalizes an event, a person, or anything that seems
important to them and expresses their commonality, by weaving stories around it or
erecting a monument that perpetuates its symbolic presence among them. Individual
memory is at a second level. The Greek civilization highly celebrated this memory,
especially Aristotle, who viewed it as images that immortalize personal time. The
problem with this memory is that it is difficult to judge whether it is authentic or not.
Categorizing a novel into a genre is not an easy task, as the reader is confused as to
which textual references to rely on in this matter, as the references come and go, and
each one cancels the other and places itself in the forefront. Perhaps the novel we are
looking at here is a good example of this, as two major genres collide within it; the
first concerns the historical encyclopedia, in which we shed light on how the author
utilizes history in novelistic creativity. The narrator does not declare the period in
which the events take place, but those armed with historical knowledge will discover
the time of the Marinid, especially the time of Abu Hassan and his son Abu Inan
Faris. It is the time that frames the novel. Semiotics aims to build an interpretive
model that claims legitimacy and rationality for itself. This interpretation aims to be
moderate and it is in contrast to the model of excessive, irrational or unilateral
interpretation. One of the most important approaches to understand and know a
“concept” is to go back to the long history it has taken from, as well as to delve into
the definitions assigned to it by dictionaries. It is the law of limitation formulated by
European philosophy and thought throughout their history that gives every
interpretation, whether unilateral, moderate, or excessive, its legitimacy and
attributes it to a scope. However, when we talk about interpretive moderation, we
are talking about submission to the law of causality and the law of logic. This law is
what organized Greek thought and we can attribute the law of the encyclopedia to it,
despite its claim of non-limitation and semantic openness. This work led us to a
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number of results, among which: the interpretation that semiotics seeks is not an
excessive interpretation that is not subject to laws or controls, nor does it envisage a
monistic interpretation, which believes that there is a meaning that everyone must
reach, otherwise what they are doing is wrong. The interpretation that semiotics
seeks is a moderate interpretation, which believes that texts are open to infinite
meanings and that each author can give the text the values that correspond to his
point of view, but this infinity is subject to controls and criteria that make us say that
this interpretation is correct and the other is not. One of the most important
mechanisms adopted by semiotics in judging the interpretation of what we find is the
encyclopedia, which is an umbrella hypothesis for different interpretations, and the
reader usually invokes it to confront a text. The encyclopedia is a comprehensive
whole, and it is divided into smaller encyclopedias, the most important of which is
the historical encyclopedia, which was the most important encyclopedia in our novel,
in addition to the cultural/social encyclopedia. It is the reader who determines which
part of the encyclopedia he will activate to confront with the text because texts do
not assume that their interpreter knows everything, but rather the part that the text
constructs. We are not interested in the scientific characteristics of the donkey that
belonged to ‘Acac, the place where it is often used, or the kind of work it performs.
The text does not want to emphasize all these things, but rather to show the
relationship of this man with his donkey and that it was a means by which he moved
from one place to another. The ability of the novel in our hands represents the various
contradictions that Moroccan society used to face, many of which are still
experienced. The novel sheds light on important aspects of Moroccan history,
especially the history of the marginalized and how people viewed them, including
Chama and her neighbors in the hotel and the various slaves and servants who filled
the houses and palaces of the masters.
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