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SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE SECTION ON THE IMPORTANCE OF REASON AND 

KNOWLEDGE IN ISLAM IN PROF. DR. YUSUF AL-QARADAVI'S BOOK "DIVINE LIFE 

AND KNOWLEDGE" 

ABSTRACT 

The book "Rabbani Life and Knowledge" by Prof. Dr. Yusuf al-Qaradawi (d. 1443/2022) was translated 

Publications in 2018. 

The subject of our presentation is the section titled "The Importance of Reason and Knowledge in Islam," 

found in the first chapter of the work "Divine Life and Knowledge." Knowledge is indispensable for 

both individual and societal life. Through knowledge, we come to know our Lord and ourselves, and 

through the knowledge taught by His messengers, we become aware of what is right and what is wrong. 

Since no studies have been conducted on the work "Divine Life and Knowledge," we decided to write 

a presentation on the section titled "The Importance of Reason and Knowledge in Islam." 

Al-Qaradawi emphasized that no other religion values reason, thought, and contemplation, and praises 

those who possess them. Regarding the importance of reason and contemplation in Islam, Al-Qaradawi 

cited verses 44, 73, 164, and 219 of Surah Al-Baqarah; 185 of Surah Al-A'raf; 24 of Surah Yunus; 8 of 

Surah Ar-Rum; 46 of Surah Saba; and 17 of Surah Al-Ghashiyah. 

Al-Qaradawi, citing verses 111 of Surah Al-Baqarah, 23 of Surah Az-Zukhruf, 64 of Surah An-Naml, 

24 of Surah Al-Anbiya, 24 and 32 of Surah Al-Jasiyah, and 36 of Surah Al-Isra, stated that the reason 

Islamic scholars have made reason the basis of accountability is that it is the axis of reward and 

punishment; that the existence of God is comprehended through reason, and that the truthfulness of the 

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is also determined through reason. 

Al-Qaradawi, emphasizing that knowledge without science is merely conjecture, quotes the following 

saying from al-Bukhari (d. 256/870) and Muslim (d. 261/874) in their al-Jami' al-Sahih: "Beware of 

conjecture; for conjecture is the falsest of statements." 

Al-Qaradawi, citing verses 179 of Surah Al-A'raf, 23, 28 of Surah An-Najm, and 157, 158 of Surah An-

Nisa, stated that disabling the ears, eyes, and intellect would cause a person to fall from the "pinnacle of 

intelligent humanity" into the "pit of an ignorant, heedless animal 

Al-Qaradawi, under the heading of the virtue of scholars and knowledge, cited verses from Surah Al-

Baqarah, 230; Surah Al-Imran, 18; Surah Al-An'am, 97; Surah Az-Zumar, 9; Surah Al-Fatir, 19-22, 27-
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28; Surah Al-Ankabut, 43; and Surah Ar-Rum, 22, indicating that it is essentially knowledge that instills 

the fear and respect of God in a person. 

Keywords: Hadith, the Holy Quran, Knowledge, Reason, Yusuf al-Qaradawi. 
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