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ABSTRACT: Nicomedia served at different times as the capital of the Hellenistic Kingdom of
Bithynia, the Roman Province of Bithynia & Pontus and the Eastern Roman Empire. The Gulf of
Nicomedia was an opening to the whole werld, and the economic and strategic opportunities that
the city’s naturally protected harbour provided were the main reasons for Nicomedia's fame and
status.

This paper deals with the geoarchaeology of ancient Nicomedia and its environs, indeed with the
whole province of Kocaeli. Although much work has been done on the area in general within the
paradigm of the earth sciences, this paper is the first study to approach the archaeology of this
region from the perspective of the earth sciences

The geological particularities of the region and the fame and great archaeological potential of
Kocaeli have prompted the emergence of an interdisciplinary research project. Nicomedia in
particular, but also other archaeological settlements, have been examined in terms of
paleogeography. Sediments and soil, historical structures, as well as raw and processed materials
and resources have been examined both in a local context and in comparison to the wider area
from the point of view of geology and geomorphology. In the longer term, all the geological
evidence will be combined with data related to the archaeological objects and settlements in order
to provide a more rounded and scientifically-grounded acount of the area.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nikomedia, Bithynia, [zmit, Kocaeli, Arkeoloji, Jeoloji, Jeoarkeoloji,
Jeomorfoloji, Tarihsel Yapilar

0Z: Nikomedia/ |zmit Kérfezi Asya kitasinin Avrupayla birlestii noktada diinyaya agilan bir
kapidir. Nikomedia Hellenistik Bithynia Kralligrnin, Roma Bithynia-Pontus Eyaleti'nin ve Dogu
Roma Imparatorlugu'nun baskentligini yapmistir. Bu kentteki ekonomik zenginlik, korfezin
sonundaki dogal korunakli UnlG limaniyla her zaman desteklenmis ve bu 6zellikleriyle kent
stratejik 6Gneminini giniimiize kadar hic kaybetmemistir.

Bu bildiri yerbilimleri agisindan daha once bir gok bilimsel galismaya maruz kalmis ancak
Jeoarkeolojik olarak hi¢ bir ¢alisma yapilmamis antik Nikomedia kenti ve ¢evresinde hatta biitiin
Kocaeli Bélgesinde ilk defa bu galigmalarin baslatiidigini mijdelemektedir.

Hem jeolojik yapis itibariyle son derece dikkat gekici, hemde arkeolojik olarak dinyaca unlu bir
potansiyele sahip bu bolgedeki arkeolojik arastirmalar disiplinlerarasi galismalara
dontstiriimistdr. Bolgede Nikomedia basta olmak (zere vyerlesimlerin  paleocografyasi
incelenirken, jeolojik, jeomorfojik incelemeler kapsaminda sediman ve toprak yapisi, tarihsel gevre
yapisi, islenmis ve islenmemis dogal kaynaklar hem lokal hemde bélgesel olarak ele alinip bir
taraftan tarihlendiriimesi yapilmaya calsilirken diger taraftan elde edilen jeolojik buluntular
arkeolojik yerlesim ve kultur varliklanyla iligkilendirilmekte, bdylece sonuglar daha saglam bilimsel
temeller Uzerine oturtulmaya galisiimaktadir.

Presentation Type / Sunum Sekli | Hall / Salon | Date/Tarh | Time/Saat |

ORAL/SOZLU | LAPIS | 24102007 | 14:00 |
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OZ Nikomedia/ izmit Kérfezi Asya kitasinin Avrupayla birlestigi noktada dinyaya acilan
bir kapidir. Nikomedia Hellenistik Bithynia Kralligi'nin, Roma Bithynia-Pontus Eyaleti'nin
ve Dogu Roma Imparatorluu'nun baskentligini yapmistir. Bu kentteki ekonomik
zenginlik, korfezin sonundaki dogal korunakli Gnld limaniyla her zaman desteklenmis ve
bu 6zellikleriyle kent stratejik édneminini glinimUize kadar hig kaybetmemistir. Bu bildiri
yerbilimleri agisindan daha ©6nce bir gok bilimsel calismaya maruz kalmis ancak
Jeoarkeolojik olarak hig bir galisma yapilmamis antik Nikomedia kenti ve gevresinde hatta
blatin Kocaeli Bolgesinde ilk defa bu calismalarin baslatildigini mujdelemektedir. Hem
jeolojik yapisi itibariyle son derece dikkat cgekici, hemde arkeolojik olarak diinyaca unli
bir potansiyele sahip bu bdlgedeki arkeolojik arastirmalar disiplinlerarasi galismalara
doénusturtlmustiar. Bolgede Nikomedia basta olmak Uzere yerlesimlerin paleocografyasi
incelenirken, jeolojik, jeomorfojik incelemeler kapsaminda kayag vyapisi, tektonidi,
tarihsel ve aletsel donem depremleri, tarihsel cevre yapisi, islenmis ve islenmemis dogal
kaynaklar hem lokal hemde bdlgesel olarak ele alinip bir taraftan tarihlendirilmesi
yapilmaya calisilirken diger taraftan elde edilen jeolojik buluntular arkeolojik yerlesim ve
kaltar varhklaniyla iliskilendirilmekte, boylece sonucglar daha saglam bilimsel temeller
Uzerine oturtulmaya galisilmaktadir.

Key words: Nicomedia, Bithynia, Izmit, Kocaeli, Archaeology, Geology, Geoarchaeology,
Geomorphology, Historical Structures.

ABSTRACT: Nicomedia served at different times as the capital of the Hellenistic
Kingdom of Bithynia, the Roman Province of Bithynia & Pontus and the Eastern Roman
Empire. The Gulf of Nicomedia was an opening to the whole world, and the economic and
strategic opportunities that the city’s naturally protected harbour provided were the main
reasons for Nicomedia’s fame and status. This paper deals with the geoarchaeology of
ancient Nicomedia and its environs, indeed with the whole province of Kocaeli. Although
much work has been done on the area in general within the paradigm of the earth
sciences, this paper is the first study to approach the archaeology of this region from the
perspective of the earth sciences. The geological particularities of the region and the
fame and great archaeological potential of Kocaeli have prompted the emergence of an
interdisciplinary research project. Nicomedia in particular, but also other archaeological
settlements, have been examined in terms of paleogeography. Rock structure, tectonic,
historical and instrumental period earthquakes, historical structures, as well as raw and
processed materials and resources have been examined both in a local context and in
comparison to the wider area from the point of view of geology and geomorphology. In
the longer term, all the geological evidence will be combined with data related to the
archaeological objects and settlements in order to provide a more rounded and

scientifically-grounded acount of the area.
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