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Assigned Roles as a Structuring Tool in Online Discussion Groups: Comparison of
Transactional Distance and Knowledge Sharing Behaviors

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to determine the effects of structured discussion by giving participants in
online discussion groups different roles in transactional distance perception and knowledge sharing behaviors. In
the study, a quasi-experimental design was utilized with pre-test and post-test control groups. The study was
conducted with 111 first-year undergraduate students at a university for 10 weeks. Quantitative and qualitative
data collection techniques were used in the study and the data were obtained from the Transactional Distance
Scale, Knowledge Sharing Behavior Scale and Student Opinions’ Determination Form. The findings indicate that
online discussions carried out by assigning roles to discussion group members (starter, moderator, arguer, source
searcher and summariser) decreased students’ transactional distance perceptions and improved knowledge sharing
behaviours in online discussions. Different suggestions are offered about how to structure online discussions in
accordance with the findings of the qualitative data analysis.

Keywords: online discussion; assigned roles; transactional distance; knowledge sharing behaviors

Cevrimi¢i Tartisma Gruplarinda Yapilandirma Araci Olarak Rol Atama: islem Mesafesi ve Bilgi
Paylasimi Davramislarinin Karsilastirilmasi

Ozet: Bu galismanin amaci, ¢evrimici tartisma gruplarina katilimeilara islemsel mesafe algis1 ve bilgi paylasim
davraniglarinda farkli roller vererek yapilandirilmis tartigmanin etkilerini belirlemektir. Caligmada on test ve son
test kontrol gruplarinda yar1 deneysel bir desen kullanilmistir. Calisma, bir tiniversitedeki 111 birinci smnif lisans
ogrencisiyle 10 hafta boyunca yiiriitiilmiistiir. Arastirmada nicel ve nitel veri toplama teknikleri kullanilmis ve
veriler Islem Mesafesi Olgegi, Bilgi Paylasim Davranisi Olgegi ve Ogrenci Gériisleri Belirleme Formu'ndan elde
edilmistir. Bulgular, tartigma grubu iiyelerine (baslangi¢, moderatér, savunmaci, kaynak arastirmaci ve 6zetleyici)
rol verilerek yiiriitiilen ¢evrimici tartismalarin, 6grencilerin ¢evrimici tartismalarda islemsel mesafe algilarini ve
bilgi paylasim davranislarini azalttigini gdstermektedir. Niteliksel veri analizinin bulgularina goére ¢evrimigi
tartismalarin nasil yapilandirilacagi konusunda farkli 6neriler sunulmaktadir.
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