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ABSTRACT 

There are many records of great migrations in the history of the world. 
Especially, the two world wars that fit into the first half of the 20th century 
permanently engulfed the refugee and immigration problem in the agenda of 
humanity. Because of Western countries occupying an important place among the 
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victims of the 2nd World War, there have been some positive actions taken regarding 
the refugees in international documents. In addition, the UN has brought the issue on 
its agenda and transformed the issue to a global status. 

However, after the Western countries wound up their war wounds and solved 
the problem of refugees, an obvious change occurred in their perspectives. This 
change can be observed in the post-Cold War refugee policies of EU member states. 
EU-member states are looking for ways to close their doors tightly to the faces of 
refugees fleeing from civil war and turmoil created by US-led Western alliance. For 
these masses of refugees, many of whom are Muslims, there is no hospitality beyond 
the hate speech of opportunistic political figures, islamophobia, and xenophobic 
community groups. 

The UN and the EU do not fulfill responsibilities of three million people 
fleeing from Syria and Iraq into Turkey because of the civil wars. This heavy burden 
lies on the shoulders of Turkey. Now the issue is concentrating on how Turkey is 
going to transform this risk. In this study, alternative policies, from extraditions of 
refugees to conferring Turkish citizenship to them, will be analyzed.  

Keywords: Refugees, Migration, Syrian Asylum Seekers, Syrian Crisis, The 
UN Refugee Agency. 
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